
 

ART FILM ANALYSIS 
Parent Note: This is a lesson/activity geared for high school students. Middle School can do it, but preview 

films first then opt to show them at your digression.  

Directions: This is the list of films we were planning on watching this term once all permission forms were 

in. If you approve of your child watching any/all of these three art films, then they are all available ON 

DEMAND for rent or purchase from multiple sites. Here is info on all three before viewing. 

1. LOVING VINCENT 

            

PG-13   2017   Animation/Drama    1h 35m 

 

Synopsis: In a story depicted in oil painted animation, a young 

man comes to the last hometown of painter Vincent van Gogh to 

deliver the troubled artist’s final letter and ends up investigating 

the artist’s final days. 
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2. THE DAVINCI CODE 

 
PG-13   2006  Mystery/Thriller      2h 54m 

 

Synopsis: A murder in Paris’ Louvre Museum and cryptic clues in 

some of Leonardo da Vinci’s most famous paintings lead to the 

discovery of a religious mystery. For 2,000 years a secret society 

closely guards information that – should it come to light – could 

rock the very foundations of Christianity. 
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3. THE MONUMENTS MEN 

 
PG-13      2014     War/Drama     2h 

 

Synopsis: During World War II, the Nazis steal countless pieces of art and 

hide them away. Some over-the hill art scholars, historians, architects and 

other experts form a unit to retrieve as many of the stolen masterpieces as 

possible. The mission becomes even more urgent when the team learns about 

Hitler’s “Nero Decree,” which orders destruction of the artworks if the Third 

Reich falls. Caught in a race against time, the men risk their lives to protect 

some of mankind’s greatest achievements. 
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Instructions after you view a film: 

 Once you view a film, I want you to do a critique on it like we do on Art History.  

 If you have access to print out the blank bubble map art critique form first, then do so, if not, just 

use any paper you have to answer the questions you see below.  

 Answer the bubble map art critique first then turn it into a paragraph (or better yet, one-page 

essay) written in CER format on the film.  

 

Complete This First to organize your thoughts on the film. Just translate ARTIST to FILM. 

(EXAMPLE) 

 
 

Complete This Second: Written Paragraph example from CER sections above.  

(EXAMPLE) 

Francoise Neilly keeps her portraits incredibly realistic while expressing herself through vivid 

use of color and movement. Francoise Neilly’s portraits have incredibly detailed eyes, they almost 

mesmerize you and draw you into the painting, then uses intense color all over the rest of the portrait to 

illustrate highlights and shadows where they typically fall as she sees in the black and white photographs 

she works from. Neilly only uses palette knives while painting to layer thick strokes of color using oil 

paints to achieve her masterpieces. She does not use brushes at all. Despite the fact that she does not use 

brushes, she is still able to achieve incredibly vibrant and detailed portraits typically inspired by urban 

life. When comparing her work to other contemporary color portrait artists, like Hope Gangoff, I find 

that her work is uniquely vibrant, intense, detailed, and electric. Gangoff’s work is detailed, but in a 

softer and much less electric way. By looking at the evidence and comparing these two women’s work, I 

think it solidifies the claim that Francoise Neilly’s portraits are incredibly realistic while expressing 

herself through vivid use of color and movement. 


